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Al & SOCIETY

Discussing the Meaning of Agency In the Era of Al

Focusing on Arts and Humanities Examples From Transhumanism, Posthumanism, and Co-creativism Perspectives

Seohoo Yi (Hongik University IDAS, Digital Media Design, Design Innovation Center)

1. Introduction

We now fear a scenario where Al like HAL might escape

2. Method

e human control. If Al attains human-level autonomy, how will
BOCkg round & Necessuy of the StUdy the relationship between humans and machinesybe rede- j'/\; ) @ _ . @
From an ape throwing a stick to launching an A-powered space-  fined? These questions have transcended science fiction, . Aral¥ze V(:EOT: exc:m— — ih(;:_tre main czm;esﬂons cifh ~
craft, humanity has undergone tremendous advancements, akinto  becoming critical discussions for preparing for the near future. i Literature E_Ies ro(rjn © II erodure, Introducin g | ISZUSSIOH err‘n °s WI| Discussion &
2001 A Space Odyssey. The interaction between HAL and David par-  To deeply understand Als existential implications (following Revi I el ElfE Els 2 ite . . AJEINS [BIEEEMLLDITESL
allels the rapid development of generative Al models changing  Heideggers Ek-sistence), interdisciplinary dialogue is cruciall HAL in 2001 a space odyssey eview Ll i Co-creativism with visualized darta. SYN-METHEUS
real-world human-machine interactions. With LLMs like ChatGPTand ~ Hence, the need for discussions from philosophical, literary.
Gemini,we actively engage with Al models to solve problems.These ~ and artistic perspectives is increasingly emphasized. It is vital
technological leaps open up numerous possibilities and challenges ~ to derive key discussion points to prepare for the future, @
across various societal domains. grounded in the insights of humanities scholars.
Objectives
Explore the background ' Introduce Co-creativism, ' Recognizing the initial Al
1 Derive discussion points on an 2 Analyze and present the stages 3 Emphasize the importance of ‘Al and characteristics of Liberal A.I' ts influenced by Posthu- EXpe.rIment cge'ncY.in society, AIMind
AFcentered society through of Al agency recognized by the Mind Design'’in determining Al Transhumanism and A naIys:s manism and promotes with Al Design' is emphasized in
Transhumanism, Posthumanism, most advanced LLM model agency and propose directions Posthumanism. human-Al collaboration. the future Al projects.
and Co-creativism and examine (ChatGPT 40) and its vision for for multidisciplinary discussions
their various liberal arts examples future human-Al relations to prepare for societal changes
in literature, film, visual arts. through dialogue experiments. brought by autonomous Al _,/2\, @
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“Through convergence
with technology, humani-
ty can fulffill its destiny as a
transcendent species.
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Julian Huxley (1887~1975)
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“Like the story of Daeda-
lus, the advancement of
technology is the lonely
fate of future scientists.”

J.B.S. Haldane (1892~1964)
Daedalus, or, Science and the Future ( 1923)

@ The Emergence of a New Totalitarianism

How can Al's agency be prevented
from infringing on human freedom
and privacy?

What should society prioritize when
Al's agency conflicts with human
values due to efficiency?

Transhumanism

: Humanity after the Singularity

‘2045, the line between
humans and machines
will collapse, forming a
new type of superhuman.

Ray Kurzweil (1948~)

The Singularity Is Near (2005) ¢¢ How will humans change politically, economically, 9

and socially with Afs agency in our system?

- A Brave New World (Huxley, 1957)
- DAEMON (Suarez, 2009)
- Homo Deus (Harari, 2015)

Who is accountable when Al's
agency leads to harmful decisions
for society?

How can transparency be ensured
when Al takes part in political deci-
sion-making?

“Speed superintelligence,
Collective superintelli-
gence, and Quality super-
intelligence will arise’

Nick Bostrom (1973~)
Superintelligence (2014)

- Ethical concerns over enhancement
- Decentering human exceptionalism
- Challenging linear progress

%> The Relationship Between Human -Al Agency

“No science can exit from
the network of its practice.
The weight of air is indeed
always a universal, buta
universal in a network’

If Al provides an opportunity to
reform unjust social structures, what
choices will humans make?

While using Al for political purposes,
will practicing fairness be more
important than individual freedom?

Bruno Latour (1954~2022)
We Have Never Been Modern (1991)

When Al shows a social behavior, should we rec-

“Posthurmanism leads the ognize it as a member of society with new ethics? %

voices of the structural

Rosi Braidotti (1954~)

The Posthuman (2013) atg (faerfnci);ir;rgdrgg:/iteyr,rl‘tit! [ If we let Al to change the social struc- Does Al enhance human agency, or
P h - AECTRIE ture, do humans have real agency is it creating technological depen-
OS t u ‘ , , an ’ S ‘ , , SHEEP while passively following it? dency?
o "Technology can dominate : Existence After H umanity
Donna HGI‘OWGY (1944 ) and liberate women. We

A Manifesto for Cyborgs (1985)

will transcend the concept
of human, as cyborgs.

&5B Questions on Creation and Existence
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Is A-driven innovation a collective
movement and paradigm, or a
development controlled by a few?

How does Al's physical presence with
agency impact society differently,
compared with hon-physical form?

“Through convergence
with technology, humanity
can fuffill its destiny as a
transcendent species.

William Gibson (1973-)
Superintelligence (2014)

- Rising possibility of new ‘being’
- From coexistence to co-creation
- Al as a creative partner

Should Al with human-like agency have

86 equal rights and respect in society?

)

René Descartes |
Meditations on First Philosophy ‘

with Selections from the Objections and Replies
A new transl ael Moriarty
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How can we define Al as a creative
agent when Al does not replace
humans but cooperates with them?

When recognizing Al as a new ‘being,,
can it be defined within the existing
ethical framework of humans?

“The future of art lies in the
collaboration between
humans and machines,
redefining creativity”

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

Sougwen Chung (1985~)

Drawing Operations (2018) - Avengers: Age of Ultron (Whedon, 2015)

- Bicentennial Man (Columbus, 2000)

- Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? (Dick, 1968)
- Her (Jonze, 1957)

- Al (Spielberg, 2008

- Ghost in the Shell (Sanders, 2017)

- Meditations on First Philosophy (Descartes, 1641)
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Co-Creativism

: Artistic Collaboration with Al

‘Data is the new pigment
for artists,and Al is the
brush that visualizes the
unseen world”

Refik Anadol (1985~) 3= The Direction of Al and Creativity

Machine Hallucination (2019) ,
How should humans assess Al's

agency when its operations are
opaque like a ‘magic machine?

Should Al's ability to reject bias or
create and generate art be seen as
an early form of agency?

g

“Creativity isnt justa
human trait—machines
can collaborate in novel
ways in artistic realms.”

Margaret A. Boden (1936~)

oy e : . Should Afs ability to reject bias or create and
Creativity and Artificial Intelligence (1998)

generate art be seen as an early form of agency? 7

66

How should roles between humans
and Al be divided in co-creative and
artistic fields?

When Al creates art alongside
humans, who is morally and legally
responsible for the creations?

“Algorithms now define
culture, and through them,
we explore new forms of
creative expression.”

Lev Manovich (1960~) .

Cultural Analytics (2020)

Courtesy Refik Anadal Studios

4. Experiment: Asking Al about Al's agency 5. Result & Discussion

Ask Four Main Collect Al Model’s Response Analysis Resbonse Heat c son:
Questions Response (Response Length Chart, Word Cloud by Frequency) esponse Heatmap Lomparison:
Al Models' Perspectives on Key ® | 7 8 s
Themes “
e g . oo Each model's response is scored on a scale from1to % Claude 6 3 8 f
Response Length of Chat GPT40 S;ltsatug economic OPOZ 22Dl LY Wi 10, with lower scores indicating limited engagement & B
e > N with the topic and higher scores representing more ‘ | J § E _ : _
) Totalitaric P = a0 & A 5 - B nuanced and detailed responses. A “ PROJ ECT
How will humans % ) E“Ug r_i t S 1mportant A \WJ L\
Chcnge po“ticany’ ':T -C S g autonomy T h SEh 3 : Political, | Social Equal Al as Early e\ " IR . — A . 1 Sy
gg;rg;n\/i&;:}llxlgnd ChatGPT %”% o a'“fi”,”_ _ E%f;%‘ég;l Sna Ethics sgshp::tnd haency SYN M ETHEUS
G U’ ) al B ais sions 7 . e _ e
agency in our system? : : TG e QM 1 ChatGPT (7) and Gemini (6) show (ouv-unBeuc): Collaborative Mind
) " vt e strong engagement, offering insights . .
into soci(et)ol shifts due to Al's agency. Importance of AIMind Des'Qn
' - Claude (5) provides a more cautious This studv highli : ;

: : . y highlights the need for ongoing dialogue L _ '_ _
\g’er;%nvﬁ)lf;‘ﬁcﬁgvsv?u rosponso Lengthof Glude 85 fftéhf; SN ”’““”‘“’“’ “”” gonsclousness perspective with less depth. on Al's evolving role, particularly with early signs of Project 'SYN-METHEUS' is inspired by the research topic "Al and
recoqanize it as a y e Sa l S while agency seen in models like ChatGPT and Claude. Human Agency'”. The project explores the collaborative relation-
men‘?ber of socioty with ) mbership wd petential s O 1et al: h YCurrent Drawing from transhumanism, posthumanism, and ship between humans and Al This exploration is based on the
now othics? ty J¥ Claude " : Limced 2 co-creativism, the research emphasizes a multidis- philosophy of Co-creativism. transcending transhumanism and

' i’ i ML AN ChatGPT (8) provides comprehensive ciplinary approach to ensure Al development aligns posthumanism.
: ;;i‘;mg,;m ity insights on ethical considerations as with human values. Recognizing Al as a collaborative ‘ S _ _
e : e Al integrates into human life. Claude partner raises key questions about balancing Through collaborative creation with 'Higgs, a GPT-based art and
i 6) engages moderately, while Gemini human and Al agency. calling for ethical guidelines. storytelling Al model designed by the artist Seohoo Yi, the project
f‘hould AII"(N i e = 3 . M & e,-g h l C d ]- 2 Shgwg limited engogyement envisions the future of human culture and robotics.
humc'"" ! elqgr?tncy ’ T 'cou ld soclety n eW Central to this is Al Mind Design. As Al systems show 'SYN-METHEUS' highlights the evolving relationships between
ave equalrights an early autonomy, designing their ‘minds” must be humans and machines, nature and society, the sacred and the
respect in society? 3 human-centered, reflecting ethical values. Al Mind secular. Utimatsly, the project opens the door to creative possi-
N d 1S t 1ncE LorPeueeers Design is crucial for ensuring Al's growth comple- bilities of coexistence in the new era.
Rosponsa Langih of Gomid it oharness - Spr “‘35?:2“ ghftGdPT (5) discusses IAl ”C?hES BN |t:|n ments human agency, fostering cooperation in soci-
- n ) e efined parameters. Claude (3 t(c; es etal progress. Co-creativism offers unique insights
Should Al's ability to Gemini i echanisms e, a reserved position, and Gemini I into how Al can support human creativity as a ‘part-
reject bias or create e ces r' shows reluctant and low engage- ner, enriching Al Mind Design research.
and generate art be 4 PR RE T ment, to consider Al gaining equal
: 4 sugmace 55 standing. e _or e .
ff’ﬁ;grﬁgy';ec"'y form b * 5 J Limitations and Further Studies
: P SEEREIEE ; models ° r l g h t S é 4 This study acknowledges the early stages of Al devet
e SULACLLIICS © TSions 5 opment as a limitation, which may not fully reflect

ChatGPT (9) leads with a strong argu-
ment for recognizing Al's growing
capabilities as early agency. Claude
(8) closely aligns with ChatGPT, while
Gemini (3 (’3 shows a conservative
stance.

the true agency. Additionally, potential biases may
arise from the Al's responses being shaped by its
training data. Further research could explore
long-term Al behavior and focus on collaborative
projects between humans and Al to enhance
human creativity.
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